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ItIt is a great pleasu re to be here. Let m eIt is a great pleasure to be here. Let me tIt is a great pleasure to be here. Let me thank all those w ho helped to make the English

translationtranslation andtranslation and publicationtranslation and publication of my book  � Blue Planet in Green Shackles �  possible , especially

FredFred Smith and his CompeFred Sm ith and h is Comp etitFred Smith and his Competitive Enterprise Institute, and those who co-organized the

presentationpresentation of it in this very prestigious place. I am really excitedpresentation of it in this very prestigious place. I am really excited to finally hold in mypresentation of it in this very prestigious place. I am really excited to finally hold in my hands

 �  �  after the Czech, German and Dutch editions  �  �  the English version of my book.

ThTheThe authors often claim that their books speak for themselves. I cautiously agree andThe auth ors often claim  that their book s speak for them selves. I cautiously  agree and  willThe authors often claim  that their book s speak for them selves. I cautiously  agree and  will,

therefore, speak not about the  book itself but about my motiva tions to write it.

ToTo make my  position  and m y message clear,To make my position and m y messag e clear, I shouldTo make my position and m y message clear, I should probably revoke my personal experience.

MyMy today �s thinking is substant ially influ enced b y the fact th at I spent  most o f myMy today �s thinking is substantially influenced by the fact that I spent most of my life under the

communistcommunist regime which ignored and brutally violated human freedocommun ist regime which ignored and brutally violated human freedomcommun ist regime which ignored and brutally violated human freedom communist regime which ignored and brutally violated human freedom andcommunist regime which ignored and brutally violated human freedom and communist regime which ignored and brutally violated human freedom and wcommunist regime which ignored and brutally violated human freedom and wanted to command

notnot onnot only the people but also the nature. To command  �wind and rain �  is one ofnot only the people but also the nature. To command  �wind and rain �  is one of the famounot only the people but also the nature. To command  �wind and rain � is one of the famous

slogansslogans I remember since my childhood.slogans I remember since my childhood. This experience taught me that freedomslogans I remember since my childhood. This experience taught me that freedom and rational

dealing with the environmentdealing with  the env ironment aredealing with the environment are indivisible. It formed my relatively very sharp views on the

fragilityfragility and vulnerability of free society and gave me afragility and vu lnerability of free society  and gave me a special sensitivity fragility and vu lnerab ility of free soc iety and  gave m e a specia l sensitiv ity to all kin ds of factors

which  may endanger it. 

II do not, howeve r,I do not, however, live in the past andI do not, however, live in the past and do not see the future threats to free society coming

fromfrom the old and old-fashioned cofrom  the o ld and  old-fa shion ed co mm unist  idfrom the old and old-fashioned communist ideology. The nam e of the new  danger w ill

undoubtedundoubtedlyundoubtedly be different, but its substance will be very similar. There will be the sundoubtedly be different, but its substance will be very similar. There will be the samundoubtedly be different, but its substance will be very similar. There will be the same

attractive,attractive, to a great extent pathetic and at first sight quasi-noble idea thatattractive, to a great extent pathetic and at first sight quasi-noble id ea that transcends attractive, to a great extent pathetic and at first sight quasi-noble idea that transcends the

individualindividual in the name of something above him, (of somethiindividual in the name of something above him, (of something greaterindividual in the name of somethin g above him , (of something greater than h is poor self),

supplementedsupplemented by enormous self-confidence on the side ofsupplemented by enormous self-confidence on the side of those whosupplem ented by en ormous  self-confidence  on the side of those who stand behin d it. Like their

predecessors,predecessors, they will be certa in that they  have the righ t topredecessors, they will be certain that they have the right to sacrifice man andpredecessors, they will be certa in that they  have the righ t to sacrifice man  and his freedom to

makemake their idea rmake their ide a reality. IIn the past it was in the name of the masses (or of the

Proletariat), this time in the n ame of the Planet. Structu rally, it is very  simila r. 

II see the current danger in env ironmen talism and especially in  its strongest version , climate

alarmism.alarmism. Feelingalarmism . Feeling very stron gly abou t italarmism. Feeling very strongly about it and trying to oppose it was the main reason for putting

mymy book together, origin allymy book togeth er, originally in Czechmy book together, originally in Czech language, in the spring of 2007. It has also been the

drivingdriving forcedriving force behind m y active involv ement in  the current Clim ate Change Deba tedriving force behind my active involvement in the current Climate Change Debate and behind

mymy bein g the onlymy being the only head of state who in September 2007 at the UNmy being the only head of state who in  September 20 07 at the UN Clim ate Change Conference

in New  York City  openly  and explicitly ch allenged the undergoing g lobal warming hyste ria. 

MyMy central concern is  �  �  in a condenseMy central concern is  �  �  in a condensed form  �  �  capturMy central concern is  �  �  in a condensed form  �  �  captured in the subtitle of this book. I ask:

 � What � What is En � What is Endan � What is Endangered: Climate or Freedom? �  My answer is:  � it is our freedom . �  I may

also add  � and our prosperity � .

TheThe book was written by an economist who The book was written by an economist who happensThe book was written by an economist who happens to be in a high political position. I don �t

denydeny my basic paradigm, which is the  � econ omic � economic way of thinking � , because I, because I consider it an

advantage,advantage, not a disadvantage. By stressing that, I want toadvantage, not a disadvantage. By stressing that, I want to sayadvantage, not a disadvantage. By stressing that, I want to say that the Climate Change



DebateDebate in a wider and the only relevaDebate in a wider and the only relevant sense Deba te in a w ider and  the only  relevan t sense should be neithe r about several ten ths of a

degreedegree  of Fahren heit or Ce lsius, about the u p or dow n movements of sea l evel, degree  of Fahren heit or Ce lsius, about the u p or dow n moveme nts of sea l evel, adegree of Fahrenheit or Celsius, about the up or down movements of sea level, about the

depthsdepths of ice at North and depths of ice at North and Southern Pdepths of ice at North and Southern Pole, nor about the variations of carbon dioxide in the

atmosphere. 

TheThe real deb ateThe real deb ate should be  about costs a nd bene fitsThe real debate should be about costs and benefits of alternative human actions, about

howhow to rationally deal with the unknown future, about what kindhow to rationally deal with the unknown future, about what kind andhow to ration ally deal w ith the unknown fu ture, about w hat kind and size of solida rity with

muchmuch wealthier future generations is justified, about the size of externalities and their eventual

appropriateappropriate  �internalization �, about how much to trust the impersonal functioning of the

marketsmarkets in solving anymarkets in solving any human  problem, including  global warm ing and how  much to distrustmarkets in solving any human problem, including global warming and how much to distrust the

veryvery visib le hand  of very human  politicians and  their bu reaucra ts. Some of these question s are

touched upon  in my  book. 

MyMy deep  frustration has been expon entially grow ing inMy deep frustration has been exponentially growing in recent years by witnessingMy deep frustration has been exponentially growing in recent years by witnessing the fact that

almostalmost everything has alreadyalmost everything has already been said, tha t all rational argu mentsalmost everything has already been said, that all rational arguments have been used and that

global warming alarmism is still marching on. It could be even true that  �We are now. It could be even true that  �We are now at

thethe stage where mere the stage where mere  facts, reason , and tru th arethe stage where mere facts, reason, and truth are powerless in the face of the global warming

propaganda  �  (R. McK ittrick, priva te correspondence). 

WeWe are regretfully behindWe are regre tfully behind  it. The whole process is already in the hands of those who The wh ole process is already  in the hands o f those who are

notnot in teres ted in  ration al not interested in rational ideas and arnot interested in rational ideas and arguments. It is in the hands of climatologists and

otherother related scien tistsother related scientists who are highly motivated to lookother related scientists who are highly motivated to look in one direction only because a large

numbernumber of academic careers has evolved around the idea of man-made globalnumber of academic careers has evolved arou nd the idea of man-made g lobal warming. It is,

further, further, in the hands offurther, in the hands of politicians who maximize the num ber of votes they seekfurther, in the hands of politicians who maximize the number of votes they seek to get from the

electorate.electorate. It is alsoelectorate. It is also  �  �  as a consequence of political decisions  �  � electorate. It is also  �  �  as a consequence of politica l decisions  �  �  in the hands of bureaucrats

ofof national and  moreof national and mo re often of international institution s who try to m aximize  their budgetsof national and more often of international institutions who try to maximize their budgets and

yeayearsyears of ca reersyears of careers as well regardless the  costs, truth and  rationality. It is in the hands of rent-

seeking businesspeople who are  �  �  given the existingseeking businesspeople who are  �  �  given the existing policies  �  �  interested in the amount of

subsidiessubsidies th ey are receiving  and losubsidies th ey are receiving  and look for all subsidies they are receiving and look for all possible ways to escape the for them often

merciless,merciless, but for the rest of us very positivemerciless, but for the rest of us very positive, genmerciless, but for the rest of us very positive, general welfare enhancing functioning of free

markets.markets. markets. Anmarkets. An markets. An entiremarkets. An entire markets. An entire industrymarkets. An entire industry markets. An entire industry hasmarkets. An entire indu stry has markets. An entire industry has developedmarkets. An entire industry has developed markets. An entire industry has developed aroundmarkets. An entire industry has developed around markets. An entire industry has developed around themarkets. An entire industry has developed around the markets. An entire industry has developed around the fundsmarkets. An entire indu stry has developed around the funds markets. An entire industry has developed around the funds themarkets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the markets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firmsmarkets. An entire indu stry has developed around the funds the firms markets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firms aremarkets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firms are markets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firms are gettingmarkets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firms are getting markets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firms are getting frommarkets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firms are getting from markets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firms are getting from themarkets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firms are getting from the markets. An entire industry has developed around the funds the firms are getting from the governmentmarkets. An entire indu stry has deve loped around the funds the firms a re getting from  the governm ent.

TheThe The basicThe basic The basic questionsThe basic questions The basic questions ofThe ba sic ques tions of The basic questions of theThe basic questions of the The basic questions of the currentThe basic questions of the  current The basic questions of the current climateThe basic questions of the current climate The basic questions of the current climate changeThe basic questions of the current climate change The basic questions of the current climate change debateThe basic questions of the current climate change debate The basic questions of the current  climate change debate areThe basic questions of the current climate change debate are The basic questions of the current climate change debate are su fficientlyThe basic questions of the current climate change debate are sufficiently The basic questions of the current climate change debate are sufficiently knownThe basic questions of the current climate change debate are sufficiently known The basic questions of the current climate change debate are sufficiently known andThe basic questions of the current climate change debate are sufficiently known and The basic questions of the current climate change debate are sufficiently known and welThe basic questions of the current climate change debate are sufficiently known and well-structuredThe basic questions of the current climate change debate are sufficiently known and well-structured:

1)1) 1) Do1) Do 1) Do we1) Do we 1) Do we live1) Do we live 1) Do we  live in1) Do we live in 1) Do we live in an1) Do we live in an 1) Do we live in an era1) Do we live in an era 1) Do we live in an era of1) Do w e live in an era of 1) Do we live in an era of a1) Do we live in an era of a 1) Do we  live in an era of a sta tistically1) Do we live in an era of a statistically 1) Do we  live in an era of a sta tistically significan t,1) Do w e live in an era of a statisticall y signific ant, 1) Do we live in an era of a statistically significant, non-accidental1) Do we  live in an era of a sta tistically significan t, non-accidental 1) Do we live in an era of a statistically significant, non-accidental and1) Do we live in an era of a statistically significant, non-accidental and 1) Do we live in an era of a statistically significant, non-accidental and non1) Do we live in an era of a statistically significant, non-accidental and noncyclical climat1) Do we  live in an era of a sta tistically significan t, non-accidental and noncyclical climate1) Do we live in an era of a statistically significant, non-accidental and noncyclical climate 1) Do we live in an era of a statistically significant, non-accidental and noncyclical climate change1) Do we live in an era of a statistically significant, non-accidental and noncyclical climate change?

2) If so, is it dominantly man-mad e?

3)3) If so, should such a moderate temperatur3) If so, shou ld such  a mod erate tem peratu re3) If so, should such a moderate temperature increase bother us more than many other

pressing problems we face and should it receive our extraordinary attention?

4)4) If we wan t 4) If we want to cha4) If we want to change the climate, can it be done? A re current attempts to do so the best

allocation of our scarce resources? 

MyMy answer My answ er to all tMy answ er to all these questions is NO , but with a d ifference in emphasis. I don � �t aspire to

measuremeasure themeasure the global temperature, nor to estimate the  importance of factors whichmeasu re the global temperatu re, nor to estima te the importance of factors which make it. This

isis not the area o f my com parative advantages. But tis not the area of my comparative advantages. But to is not the area of my comparative advantages. But to argue, as it � �s done by many

contem porarycontemporary environ menta lists, that these qu esticontemporary environmentalists, that these questions havecontemporary environmentalists, that these questions have already been answered with a

consensualconsen sual  � yes �  and that thereconsensual  � yes �  and that th ere is an unch allenged  scientific consensus abou t this isconsensual  � yes �  and that there is an unchallenged scientific consensus about this is unjustified.

It is also morally and intelle ctually d eceptive . 

YouYou may find  some of my argu ments concerning theseYou may find some of my argum ents concerning these issues in this book. I can only wish you

some en joymen t when reading it.
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