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Itlt is a great pleasure to be here. Let melt is a great pleasure to be here. Let me tlt is a great pleas

translationtranslation andtranslation and publicationtranslation and publication of my book Blue Planetin

FredFred Smith and his CompeFred Smith and his CompetitFred Smith and his Competitive Enter

presentationpresentation of it in this very prestigious place. | am really excitedpresentation of it in this very
after the Czech, German and Dutch editions the English version of my book.

ThTheThe authors often claim that their books speak for themselves. | cautiously agree andThe authors
therefore, speak not about the book itself but about my motivations to write it.

ToTo make my position and my message clear,To make my position and my message clear, | shouldTo make r
MyMy tod ay s thinking is substantially influenced by the fact that | spent most of myMy today s thinking is sub
communistcommunist regime which ignored and brutally violated human freedocommunist regime which ignor
notnot onnot only the people but also the nature. To command wind and rain is one ofnot only the peo
slogansslogans | remember since my childhood.slogans | remember since my childhood. This experience tau
dealing with the environmentdealing with the environment aredealing with the environment are indivisible.
fragilityfragility and vulnerability of free society and gave me afragility and vulnerability of free society and ge
which may endanger it.

Il do not, however,l do not, however, live in the past andl do not, however, live in the past and do not see th
fromfrom the old and old-fashioned cofrom the old and old-fashioned communist idfrom the ol
undoubtedundoubtedlyundoubtedly be different, but its substance will be very similar. There will be t
attractive,attractive, to a great extent pathetic and at first sight quasi-noble idea thatattractive, to a gre:
individualindividual in the name of something above him, (of somethiindividual in the name of somethir
supplementedsupplemented by enormous self-confidence on the side ofsupplemented by enormous self-conf
predecessors,predecessors, they will be certain that they have the right topredecessors, they will be certain
makemake their idea rmake their idea reality. Iln the past it was in the name of the masses
Proletariat), this time in the name of the Planet. Structurally, it is very similar.

Il see the current danger in environmentalism and especially in its strongest version, climate
alarmism.alarmism. Feelingalarmism . Feeling very strongly about italarmism. Feeling very strongly about ita
mymy book together, originallymy book together, originally in Czechmy book together, originally in Czec
drivingdriving forcedriving force behind my active involvement in the current Climate Change Debatedriving
mymy being the onlymy being the only head of state who in September 2007 at the UNmy being the only hes
in New York City openly and explicitly challenged the undergoing global warming hysteria.

MyMy central concern is in a condenseMy central concern is in a condensed form capturMy centi
What What is En What is Endan What is Endangered: Climate or Freedom? My answer is: it is
also add and our prosperity .

TheThe book was written by an economist who The book was written by an economist who happensThe b
denydeny my basic paradigm, which is the economic economic way of thinking , because I, because |
advantage,advantage, not a disadvantage. By stressing that, I want toadvantage, not a disadvantage.



DebateDebate in a wider and the only relevaDebate in a wider and the only relevant sense Debate in a
degreedegree of Fahrenheit or Celsius, about the up or down movements of sea level, degree of Fahren
depthsdepths of ice at North and depths of ice at North and Southern Pdepths of ice at North and South
atmosphere.

TheThe real debateThe real debate should be about costs and benefitsThe real debate should be abc
howhow to rationally deal with the unknown future, about what kindhow to rationally deal with the unkr
muchmuch wealthier future generationsis justified, about the size of externalities and theireventual
appropriateappropriate internalization , about how much to trust the impersonal functioning of the
marketsmarketsin solving anymarkets in solving any human problem, including global warming and how muc
veryvery visible hand of very human politicians and their bureaucrats. Some of these questions are

touched upon in my book.

MyMy deep frustration has been exponentially growing inMy deep frustration has been exponentially growing
almostalmost everything has alreadyalmost everything has already been said, that all rational argumentsalr
global warming alarmism is still marching on. It could be even true that We are now. It could be ever
thethe stage where merethe stage where mere facts, reason, and truth arethe stage where mere facts, reas
propaganda (R. McKittrick, private correspondence).

WeWe are regretfully behindWe are regretfully behind it. The whole process is already in the hands of tt
notnot interested in rational not interested in rational ideas and arnot interested in rational ide
otherother related scientistsother related scientists who are highly motivated to lookother related scientists
numbernumber of academic careers has evolved around the idea of man-made globalnumber of academic c
further, further, in the hands offurther, in the hands of politicians who maximize the number of votes they see
electorate.electorate. It is alsoelectorate. It is also as a consequence of political decisions electorate. |
ofof national and moreof national and more often of international institutions who try to maximize their budc
yeayearsyears of careersyears of careers as well regardless the costs, truth and rationality. It is in the han
seeking businesspeople who are given the existingseeking businesspeople who are given the existing
subsidiessubsidies they are receiving and losubsidies they are receiving and look for all subsidies the
merciless,merciless, but for the rest of us very positivemerciless, but for the rest of us very positive, ger
markets.markets. markets. Anmarkets. An markets. An entiremarkets. An entire markets. Anentire industrymarke

TheThe The basicThe basic The basic questionsThe basic questions The basic questions ofThe basic questions of Tt
1)1) 1) Dol) Do 1) Dowel) Dowe 1) Dowe livel) Do we live 1) Dowe liveinl) Do we live in 1) Dowe liveinanl) [
2) If so, is it dominantly man-made?

3)3) If so, should such a moderate temperatur3d) If so, should such a moderate temperature3) If so,
pressing problems we face and should it receive our extraordinary attention?

4)4) If we want 4) If we want to cha4) If we want to change the climate, can it be done? Are current atte
allocation of our scarce resources?

MyMy answer My answer to all tMy answer to all these questions is NO, but with a difference in emphasis
measuremeasure themeasure the global temperature, nor to estimate the importance of factors whichmeasu
isis not the area of my comparative advantages. But tis not the area of my comparative advant
contem porarycontemporary environmentalists, that these questicontemporary environmentalists, that tt
consensualconsensual yes andthatthereconsensual yes andthatthereisanunchallenged scientific consen
It is also morally and intellectually deceptive.

YouYou may find some of my arguments concerning theseYou may find some of my arguments concerning tl
some enjoyment when reading it.
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