Louisiana Republican Party Platform 2008

Preamble

TheThe Louisiana Republican Party represents the values of the majoThe Louisiana Republican Party
Louisiana.

WeWe believe in the power and freedom of individuals. We oppose We believe in the power and freed
power with undue governmental control.

OurQOur nation was founded on faith in God, family, country, andOur nation was founded on faith in God, 1
replace these core values erode the foundations of our society for future generations.

TheThe United StatesThe United States is a The United States is a democratic republic governed by
RepresentativesRepresentatives must honor the original meaning of Representatives must honor the origi
inalienable rights of the American people as stated in the Bill of Rights.

TheThe Republican Party is strong, principled and conserThe Republican Party is strong, principled and
thethe state of Louisiana. We want tothe state of Louisiana. We want to represent every facet of American societ
by principle, and not by dividing interests but by serving the good of all.

MembershipMembership in the Republican Party of Louisiana is open toMembership in the Republican Pa
whowho share the values and beliefs expressed in this document. We recognize a duty to include all who
shareshare theshare these valshare these values and beliefs, making a special effort to welcome and involve thos
not traditionally associated with our Party.

Article I: Economic Policy
1. WeWe believe the free enterprise system is the mostWe believe the free enterprise system is the most effectiy
known. known. Economic freedom isknown. Economic freedom is essential to human liberty. Denying econon
individual human dignity as well as the general welfare.
2..  Government ought toGovernment ought to provide an unencumbered business-friendly environment forGow:
initiativeinitiative and private enterprise that creates jobs andinitiative and private enterprise that creates jobs and ra
and taxation reduce and redistribute income; they do not createand taxation reduce and redistribute income; they
benefitbenefit all by removing the burden ofoenefit all by removing the burden of excessive taxation andbenefit al
hamper economic growth.
3.. Taxpoliciesthat discriminate against marriage Tax policies that discriminate against marriage undermineTax p
thatthat help families afford children by natural birth or adoption and in addition tax policies that pass
onto the next generation the fruits of the family s labor.
4. WeWe pay taWe pay taxes to local, state and federal We pay taxes to local, state and federal ¢
GovernmentGovernment spending should not increase more than population growthGovernment spending should
TTaxpayerTaxpayer Taxpayer Protection Act, incorporating this principle, would result in an overall reduction
rates.
5..  TheThe bestThe best way to promote economicThe best way to promote economic growth is to reduce the ¢
businesses and individuals.
6.. When economic times are hard, government mustWhen economic times are hard, government must reduce\V
preferential treatment for some over others is wasteful and unfair.
7. WeWe support full fundingWe support full funding of deep-water modernization ofWe support full funding
is the single most important economic opportunity in the state.



8.  We favor the expansion of mutually advantageous world trade.We favor the expansion of mutually advantz
shallshall press for the elimination of discrimshall press for the elimination of discriminatory prashall press fo
should be entered into and maintained on a basis of true reciprocity.

9.9. We support the strengtheningWe support the strengthening and promoting ofWe support the strengthe
affectaffect the welfare of American families.affect the welfare of American families. We oppose continuec
that cannot or will not meet or surpass safety standards.

Article I1: Family
1.. WeWe believe ourWe believe our nation s strength lies with the family. The family is whereWe believe our ng
gainsgains itsgains its moral anchor. It is the firstgains its moral anchor. It is the first school of good citizenshiy
and a haven of security and understanding in an ever-changing world.
2. WeWe believe homosexuality should not be established as an accepWe believe homosexuality should not
either in public education or in public policy. We doeither in public education or in public policy. We do not be
teachteach children that homosexuality is normal, and we do nteach children that homosexuality is normal,
benefitbenefit plans for unmarried partners. benefit plans for unmarried partners. We oppose special treatmentbse
thanthan homosexual behavior or identity. We opposethan homosexual behavior or identity. We oppose actions
childrenchildren by same-sex couples. We support the Defensechildren by same-sex couples. We support the De
amendments to both theamendments to both the U.S.amendments to both the U.S. and the Louisiana Constitutio
thethe union of one man and one woman. We support limiting the jurisdiction of Federal courts over
questionsquestions under the Defense of Marriage Act. questions under the Defense of Marriage Act. We commel
Scouts,Scouts, which defend moral decency and freedom accordingScouts, which defend moral decency and freedc
and beliefs.

Article 1lI: Individual Liberty

1.. TheRepublican Party of Louisiana embraces the vision for AThe Republican Party of Louisianaembraces the v
foundersfounders  the authors of the Declaration of Independence, the U. S.founders  the authors of the Dec
Rights.
2. Our for Our forefat Our forefathers gave individuals four ways to protect themselves against the power
state:state: (1) the soapbox (freedom of speech); (2)state: (1) the soapbox (freedom of speech); (2) the ballotstate: (1
byby peers);by peers); and (4) the cartridge box (right to bear arms). by peers); and (4) the cartridge box (right to |
against efforts to erode these freedoms.
3.  WeWe urge both the Congress and the state legislature to We urge both the Congress and the state |
increasing, increasing, incessant, and calculated collection and dissemination of personalincreasing, incessant, an
abidingabiding citabiding citizeabiding citizens. We believe that cataloging and cross-indexing personal inf
fingerprints,fingerprints, Social Security numbersfingerprints, Social Securitynumbers,fingerprints, Social Security

completely unrelated to criminal activ.  completely unrelated to criminal activity i  completely un
collectivecollective freedom and privacy. However, we support efforts to identify and to track terrorists,
includingincluding provisions of the U.S. Patriot Act whichincluding provisions of the U.S. Patriot Act which trea
criminals.
4. TheThe state must not coThe state must not control or interfere with our freedom of religion and t
expressionexpression thereof. We oppose efforts to remove the recognition ofexpression thereof. We oppose effo
ourour Pledge of Allegiance. State colleges and universities should not discriminate for or against any



religion; and should not promote any religion through required reading assignments or courses.

5. Individual Individual liberty and redistribution of wealth are Individual liberty and redistribution of wealth
former for the sake of the latter.

6.. GovernmentGovernmentshouldtreatall citizens fairlyGovernment should treat all citizens fairly and impartiz
for all without regard tofor all without regard to wealth, race, religion, gender, orfor all without regard to wealth,
invidiousinvidious discrimination. We also oppose efforinvidious discrimination. We also oppose efforts tin
preferentialpreferential treatment status under civil rights statutespreferential treatment status under civil rights statt
vigorouslyvigorously enforce individual civil rights as guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution and vigorously enforce ir
Constitution.

7. WeWe strongly support theWe strongly support the Second Amendment of the U.S. Constitution that guarant
ofof freeof free andof free and law-abiding citizens to keep and bear arms. We oppose any government effort to res
the ownership, sale, purchase and Olawful carryO of firearms by law-abiding citizens.

Article 1V: Sanctity of Life
1. TheThe RepubliThe Republican Party of Louisiana believes strongly in the sanctity of all human IThe R
fertilization (conception) until natural death.
2..  We believe unborn children have constitutional rights to life andWe believe unborn children have constitutior
thethe Supreme Court to overturnthe Supreme Court to overturn its decision in Roe v.the Supreme Court to overt
lifelife begins with fertilization of an ovum (oocyte) by a sperm, we supplife begins with fertilization of
constitutionalconstitutional amendment establishingconstitutional amendment establishing thatconstitutional ame
supportsupport lisupport limiting support limiting the jurisdiction of Federal Courts over questions regarding th
rulingsrulings contradict basic biologic facts. rulings contradict basic biologic facts. We stand with the overwhelmi
opposeoppose efforts to mandate legalized abortionoppose efforts to mandate legalized abortion or to fund local,op
thatthat provide or promote abortion services. Abortionthat provide or promote abortion services. Abortion is nev
3..  Weoppose the heinous procedure known as partial-birtWe oppose the heinous procedure known as partial-birth
andand the majority of the Congress wand the majority of the Congress who pand the majority of the Con
Furthermore,Furthermore, we urgeFurthermore, we urge members of the Republican Party ofFurthermore, we urg
in-kindin-kind contributions, onlyin-kind contributions, only those candidates or nominees who support measures
abortions.
4.. Recognizing that abortion is grievously harmful to women, men, families,Recognizing that abortion is grievo
asas well as fatal to the unborn child, we support and strongas well as fatal to the unborn child, we support
abortion,abortion, such as adoption. We believe that biaabortion, such as adoption. We believe that big
eliminatedeliminated from adoption laws and tax codes. eliminated from adoption laws and tax codes. Adoption
tax credits, insurance reforms and legal reforms.
5. WeWe opWe oppose the erosion of parental rights and responsibilities by agents of the state whenWe op
comescomes to pregnantcomes to pregnant unmarried minors. comes to pregnant unmarried minors. Informed cc
toto any minor receiving ito any minor receiving invasive meto any minor receiving invasive medical treatme
adherence to federal guidelines that prevent the use of federal funds to counsel for abortion.
6.. We supportWe support allWe support all developments in biomedical research and technology that enhance
humanhuman life. human life. But we oppose any new development that does not treat all human life as aprecious
ofof God, or that does not treat of God, or that does not treat every indof God, or that does not treat every inc
dignity no matter how weak, immature, or dependent.



7.. WeWe oppose all procedures in research and medicine thatWe oppose all procedures in research and medici
innocent human life. Weinnocent human life. We also oppose any cloning of human beings, the useinnocent ht
researchresearch for purposes otherresearch for purposes other than advancing their own health andresearch for pur
euthanasia or assisted suicide.

8..  We urge theWe urge the recruitment andWe urge the recruitment and support of candidates who will work h
human life.

9.. WeWe support harshwWe support harsh criminal penalties for women convicted of usingWe support harsh crir
pregnant,pregnant, exposing their unborn to such drugs. This has been proven topregnant, exposing their unbol
defects.

Article V: State Government
1. The Republican Party of LouisianaThe Republican Party of Louisiana encourages our state legislature to be
and responsive to the people as a part-time citizen legislature.
2.  LegislativeLegislative session limits must be accompanied by measureLegislative session limits must be ¢
areare made by elected legislatorsare made by elected legislators and are not made by un-electedare made by elec
3.  GovGovernmentGovernment should encourage citizens to pursue happiness through honest, harGovernm
shouldshould not be in the business of subverting theshould not be in the business of subverting the rewards of hc
expansion of legally sanctioned gambling.
4.. Thestate lottery has capitalized on broken dreams and personal irresponsibility, aThe state lottery has capitaliz
thethe burden of taxationthe burden of taxation most heavily on those whothe burden of taxation most heavily ol
the Louisiana Lottery.
5..  WeWe oppose passingWe oppose passing un-funded mandates at any level ofWe oppose passing un-funded
government to fully fund the programs they establish or require of other levels of government.
6.  Elected officials should not appear in Opublic Elected officials should not appear in Opublic service Elect
state funds, unless that official has already announced retirement from office.
7.  All state funds should be used as appropriated and subject to audit.

Article VI: Election Laws
1. The ballotThe ballot box is the only true protectionThe ballot box is the only true protection citizens have
thethe state and therefore the right to vote is a the state and therefore the right to vote is a cherishethe state a
grantedgranted to non-citizens under any circumstances. We oppose insidious practices tgranted to non-citiz
majority of Louisiana citizens the honest representation they deserve.
2. VotersVoters should select government officials and governmentVoters should select government officials
WeWe therefore support reasonable, compact,We therefore support reasonable, compact, election districts and sin
that do not split parishes, cities or towns unless absolutely necessary.
3.  The voters of Louisiana will The voters of Louisiana will make the right choice at the ballot box when they
timelytimely information on candtimely information on candidatetimely information on candidates’ campaign
campaign finance reform. We oppose funding any election campaign with public funds.
4.  We support separate primary elections for Republicans and Democrats.
5. WeWe urge Congress to repealWe urge Congress to repeal the Bipartisan Campaign Finance Reform Act,
our freedom to speak on core political subjects.



Article VII: Education
1.. TheRepublican Party ofThe Republican Party of Louisiana believes strongly in the value of maintainingaThe
ofof education, including public, private, religious and home schools. Good education is impossible
unleunlessunless paunless parents, not the state, have control over where their children are educated. We encol
affordingaffording parents and stuaffording parents and students a affording parents and students a wide variet
socio-economicsocio-economic background. Such parental control must include pasocio-economic backgrounc
including but not limited to tax credits, public and private endeavors, and vouchers.
2.. OurOur current system ofOur current system of top-heavy, Our current system of top-heavy, bureaucratic, cer
ensureensure the quality of education our children need and deserve. Therefore,ensure the quality of education our
maintainmaintain the independence of Louisiana schools from the federal government. Wemaintain the independe
allall Louisiana educationall Louisiana education dollars in Louisiana without going to maintain unneeded bureau
national level.
3. Incrementalincremental change ofincremental change of this faililncremental change of this failing systen
more regulation will not meet the needs of Louisiana's future citizens.
4. RealReal education reform means local control of curriculum,Real education reform means local contr
personnel in the publicpersonnel in the public schools. We believe parents mustpersonnel in the public schools.
concerningconcerning curriculum and activities used in educating their children, andconcerning curriculum and a
have access to all materials used for teacher development in the public school system.
5.. Real reform must alsoReal reform must also include defining academic performance standards for bothReal r
teachers,teachers, teachers, cuttingteachers, cutting teachers, cutting administrativeteachers, cutting administrative te
OurQur students must have the best possible teaOur students must have the best possible teachers in tOur ¢
retained,retained, and promoted based on the quality ofretained, and promoted based on the quality of their work,
6.  Studentsare n Studentsare not Students are not Students are not served Students are not served Students are no
AllIAII children should be able to read and write at grade level and all highAll children should be able to read and
proficientproficient at the twelfth grade level rather tproficient at the twelfth grade level rather than proficient
state.state. We believe the ONo Child Lstate. We believe the ONo Child Leftstate. We believe the ONo CF
educateeducate all childreneducate all children to grade level. Social promaotion should be eliminated because ited
by promoting them before they are prepared for the next grade.
7.  All schoolsAll schools should encourage patriotism and knowledge of the traditional values ofAll schools ¢
civilization upon which ourcivilization upon which our republic isbased. We opposecivilization upon which ou
socialsocial engineering contrarysocial engineering contraryto the foundations on which our nation rests. We supp:
ofof the of the Pof the Pledge of Allegiance in our schools, and we believe every classroom should display
American flag and a copy of our national motto ~ OlIn God We Trust.O
8. RepublicansRepublicans oppose mandatory sex education in public sRepublicans oppose mandatory sex
shoshouldshould not be included in any public school program without obtaining prior informed wrishould r
parentalparental consent from parents orparental consent from parents or guardians. parental consent from parent:
abstinabstinenceabstinence until marriage as the expected norm for acceptable sexual behavior. National studi
havehave shown that the majority of Americans agree with this approach. The practicehave shown that the ma
untiluntil marriage is the only effective wayuntil marriage is the only effective way tountil marriage is the only ef
andand sexually transmitted diseases. It is also the most effectivand sexually transmitted diseases. It is also th
and healthy self-esteem among young people.
9.. We opposeWe oppose the provision of school-based socialWWe oppose the provision of school-based social



mental health programs, which attempt to bypass parental authority and responsibility.

10.. Learning must rely on moral principles supported by our deepest convictions. We supportLearning must rely
rightright of students to engage in voright of students to engage in volunright of students to engage in voluntar
publicpublic occasions supublic occasions such as public occasions such as commencement exercises, without t
We also strongly support equal access to school facilities.

11.. Louisiana has traditionally provided affordable higher educationLouisiana has traditionally provided afforda
should not be required to fund higher education for illegal immigrants.

12.. We. We oppose the restriction of free speech and free assembly by public educational institu. We oppose tl
on ideological or religious grounds.

Article VIII: Justice
1.. One of the first dutiesOne of the first duties of government isOne of the first duties of government is mainta
freedom to pursue the blessings of life and liberty.
2.  Law-abidingcitizens often livein fear of crimein Law-abiding citizens often live in fear of crime in their nei
allocaallocationallocation of resources and tax dollars, the crime rate can be reduced and the state can ensurallo
rightsrights of innorights of innocentrights of innocent people and victims, as well as the legitimate rights of the
the principle of victim s rights, including restitution and notification.
3. TheThe Republican Party of Louisiana believes thatThe Republican Party of Louisiana believes that capita
isis a legitimate form of punishment only for the most severe and heinous crimes. When applied,
capitalcapital punishment shouldcapital punishment should becapital punishment should be swift and unencumber
thethe timethe time between death sentence and executions that lasts for years and yearsthe time between death se
the law.
4.  WeWe support military-style boot camps and prisWe support military-style boot camps and prisons We s
moremore directionmore direction toward security, labor, and education. Prison labor should be used for construs
ofof the faciof the facilities when posof the facilities when possible. All inmates should be required tc
incarceration, including reasonable payment for health and dental care.
5. Asmore individuals have abandoned As more individuals have abandoned responsibility for their children,
citizenscitizens has increased. We support efforts to force "dead-beat” parents to meet their financitizens ha
obligations.
6. WeWe support measWe support measures to denWe support measures to deny jurisdiction to federal cou
right to life.

Article IX: Environment
1.. WeWe affirmWe affirm our continuing commitment to stewardshipWe affirm our continuing commitment
contribcontributescontributes so much to the quality of life in Louisiana. Republicans believe we all have a d uty
protect air quality, water quality, productive forests, and abundant wildlife.
2. In general, we believe that extending and enforcing private prop In general, we believe that extendir
environmentenvironment betterenvironment better than increasing government regulation. To theenvironment be
needed,needed, it should be flexible and not proceedneeded, it should be flexible and not proceed without first provi
regulations warrant the cost.
3..  WhenWhen government takes the economic value of propertyWhen government takes the economic value
it should compensate landowners in proportion to their loss.



4.  EnvironmentalEnvironmental policy sEnvironmental policy should be based on Environmental policy ¢
should be more concerned with results than intentions.

5.. The coastal wetlands, The coastal wetlands, waters and barrier shorelines of Louisiana are vitalThe coastal w
cultures,cultures, economies, and natural heritage of this state and this nation they are trucultures, economie:
Wetland.Wetland. This great treasure is disappearinWetland. This great treasure is disappearing at a rWetla
recognizerecognize that without prompt and effective action America s Wetlarecognize that without prompt and effe
ofof life that are part of itof life that are part of it will cease to exist, as we know them. Theof life that are part of it w
andand local partners is in the processand local partners is in the process of developand local partners is in the
collapsecollapse of America s Wetland and restore it to a state of sustainable ecologic, ccollapse of Amer:
economiceconomic vibrancy. economic vibrancy. It will take the commitmenteconomic vibrancy. It will take the
officialsofficials to shape and implement that plan and program. The Republican Party haofficials to shape and
ofof leadership in the areas of conservation, environmental stewardship and the of leadership in the area
communitycommunity values and economic progress. We propose that the Louisiana Republicancommunity valt
thethe restoration and stewardship of coastal Louisiana,the restoration and stewardship of coastal Louisiana, which
culturally and economically vibrant and sustainable, a goal.

Article X: National Policy
1. WeWe suppWe support our PresidWe support our President in all phases of the War on Terror, includ
nationsnations from having or obtainingnations from having or obtaining weapons of massnations from having or
ourour enemies. Americans oweour enemies. Americans owe our continued freedom and security to the deeds c
and women.
2..  The mostimportant responsibility of the federal government assignedThe most important responsibility of thi
isis Oto provide a common defenseO for theis Oto provide a common defenseO for the states and the nation. Ou
secure. The federal government should actively enforce its immigration laws
3..  America's defense must be our top priority. The Republican Party of Louisiana opposesAmerica's defense
attempts to weaken our national defense.
4.  WeWe oppose any foreign eWe oppose any foreign effort to We oppose any foreign effort to influence
ourselves.
5. AmericanAmerican participation in the United Nations, or any other international body, mustAmerican
sacrificesacrifice the constitutional sovereignty of the United States. We oppose relinquishing U.S. freedom
andand independence to any organization or agency claiming authority to impose and enforce global
regulationsregulations or standards upon the United States of America. We support withdrawal from any
organization or agency, which violates these principles.
6. TheThe The Republican Party of Louisiana recognizes the need for legally binding treatiesThe Republicar
nations,nations, but we only support treanations, but we only support treaties thnations, but we only support t
consistentconsistent with serving the common good of ourconsistent with serving the common good of our peopl
reviserevise or withdraw from anrevise or withdraw from anyrevise or withdraw from any treaty that compromises oL
nationalnational defense, or that hinders American companational defense, or that hinders American compani
market basis.
7.  AsRepublicans, wesupport spendingcuts As Republicans, we support spending cuts as As Republicans, we
tax rate reductions as the right way to stimulate the economy.
8. Individualsindividuals should work in return for public assistance. Our nation Individuals should work ir



welfare state to an opportunity society.

9. WeWe affirm commitment to keep faith with both the past awe affirm commitment to keep faith wit
Security.Security. WeSecurity. We opposeSecurity. We oppose annual raids on Social Security trust funds, anc
fundsfunds by balancing the federal budget apart from Social Security reserves, which should be entirely
dedicateddedicated toward meeting future obligations. dedicated toward meeting future obligations. We support
SocialSocial Security by offeringSocial Security by offering tSocial Security by offering today s workers mo
security,security, but in ways that do not harmsecurity, but in ways that do not harm anyone already on Social Secur
to being eligible for Social Security benefits.

10. WeWe believe all Americans need access to high-quality healthcWe believe all Americans need access t
rangerange of options from whichrange of options from which they can choose what is best for their own needs. C
dodo nothing to harm the quality of healthcare in the private sector.do nothing to harm the quality of healthcare i
enhanceenhance available healthcareenhance available healthcare by balancing public policy with private-sector e
responsibility.responsibility. We do not believe freeresponsibility. We do not believe free healthcare should be
for emergency services.

11. GovernmentGovernment actions on healthcarGovernment actions on healthcare musGovernment actions
sectorsector and always support and never hinder individual and family sector and always support and never
medicalmedical savings accounts asmedical savings accounts as a good innovation because they combine person
access to affordable healthcare.

12. TheThe only honest and correct approach to the interpretation of our constitutionThe only honest and correct
keepingkeeping faith with their original intent. We call on Congress,keeping faith with their original intent. We
byby the Ninth and Tenth Amendment's constraintsby the Ninth and Tenth Amendment's constraints on federal pow
encroachmentsencroachments upon all powers andencroachments upon all powers and rights the Constitution of 1
states, or to the people.

13. We support the deportation of illegal immigrants.

Conclusion

1. Weare proud to be citizens of the United States ofWe are proud to be citizens of the United States of Ame
greatestgreatest in history because itgreatest in history because it is a nation built on the promise of freedom and of
pledgepledge eternal vigilance in guarding thepledge eternal vigilance in guarding the freedomspledge eternal vig
2.  We open our arms to everyWe open our arms to every citizen who shares the beliefs and values stated in tl
WeWe inviteWe invite all LoWe invite all Louisiana citizens to join the ranks of the Republican Party of Loui
forceforce for the conservative values and vision that make usforce for the conservative values and vision that maks
thethe values of the Republican Party embody thethe values of the Republican Party embody the American Dream
landland and that draws people from all over the world to our shores land and that draws people from all over
makes the United States of America the best and brightest nation on earth.

3.. MayMay we always enjoythe heritage and bounties with whichMay we always enjoythe heritage and bountit
state of Louisiana.



